
 
 
 

2nd February 2009: Sulfurcell celebrates ground breaking at the Adlershof Technology Park 
in Berlin 
On Monday 2nd February 2009 the management of Sulfurcell Solartechnik GmbH together 
with the mayor of Berlin Klaus Wowereit took the next important step in the company’s 
history: In the presence of a large number of guests and partners the ground breaking 
ceremony for the construction for the new production line and administrative offices took 
place. 
We would like to take this opportunity to specifically thank our creditors – the Landesbank 
Berlin, Deutsche Leasing, Berliner Volksbank and Deutsche Anlagen Leasing. Our thanks also 
goes to our investors who in July 2008 made equity available to Sulfurcell in the amount of 
85 million Euros. These include Intel Capital, the capital investment company of Intel 
Corporation (Santa Clara), Climate Change Private Equity (London), AIG Investments (Zürich), 
Demeter (Paris), Zouk Ventures (London), the BankInvest Group (Copenhagen) and 
Conetwork (Hamburg). Many of the previous participating investors have also been involved 
in the latest financing round. Besides the Berliner Energie- und Umweltfonds GbR (a 
company of Vattenfall Europe and Gaz de France) further participants in the financing were, 
Vattenfall Europe Venture GmbH (Berlin), Ventegis Capital AG (Berlin), Masdar Clean Tech 
Investments Ltd. (New York), IBB Beteiligungsgesellschaft mbH (Berlin) and private investors.  
Many thanks to all of you!  
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Berlin as a business location: Mayor Wowereit attending the ground breaking ceremony at 
Sulfurcell – the company will create 100 new jobs and begin with mass production 
 
Berlin, 2nd February 2009 – On 2nd February 2009 the mayor of Berlin, Klaus Wowereit and 
the management of SULFURCELL Solartechnik GmbH, Dr. Nikolaus Meyer and Dr. Rüdiger 
Stroh, gathered at the Adlershof Technology Park in Berlin for the ground breaking 
ceremony of Sulfurcell’s new building. In close proximity to the head quarters an ultra 
modern production line for thin film solar modules together with a new office building will 
be constructed. The automated mass production is scheduled to start within 2009. 
 
“The start of the construction at Sulfurcell is an encouraging sign, especially now in these 
increasingly difficult times“, said the mayor of Berlin, Klaus Wowereit, at the ground 
breaking ceremony. “The success of Sulfurcell shows once again that with innovation and a 
high degree of professionalism it is possible for companies to grow and to create new jobs 
even in the present difficult economic situation.” The strategy of bringing together 
knowledge, science and business has proved itself even in times of crises” continued 
Wowereit.  
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“The new development in Berlin Adlershof is a decisive step forward for us” said Dr. Nikolaus 
Meyer, founder and Managing Director of Sulfurcell GmbH. “With the entry into the mass 
production of our solar modules based on CIS semi conductors we will raise our annual 
production capacity from 3 to 75MW. In addition to this within the next year we will be 
increasing our present team of 175 employees by a further 100. In doing so we will be 
primarily offering highly qualified natural scientists and engineers an attractive workplace.” 
With regards to the sustainability Sulfurcell’s new building is exemplary. “With our new 
buildings we will be showing what is already possible in solar building today” continued 
Meyer. For the new production plant large area photovoltaic will be used on the roof as well 
as building integrated solar modules. Due to the façade integrated solar modules the office 
building will be 100% energy self-sufficient.  
 
As was made clear by the architect’s drawings after the ground breaking ceremony, the 
Sulfurcell solar modules are well suited to be integrated as visible building elements due to 
their aesthetic visual appearance and innovative technique. “In doing this we will be building 
a bridge between renewable energy production and attractive solar architecture” explained 
the Managing Director Mr. Meyer. Following the ground breaking Harald Eisenach, a 
member of the board of Directors of the Deutsche Bank Berlin praised the success of 
Sulfurcell and presented the managing directors with the certificate “Deutschland – Land der 
Ideen 2009“ (Germany – the land of ideas 2009). 
 
 
Sulfurcell originated from the Helmholtz-Centre for Materials and Energy Berlin, previously 
known as the Hahn-Meitner-Institut. The Company already belongs to the 3 leading 
producers of thin film solar modules based on CIS semi conductors. In the year 2008 growth 
financing in the amount of 85 million Euros was made available to Sulfurcell by leading 
international investors including Intel Capital, the BEU funds held by Vattenfall Europe and 
Gaz de France. The new capital will now flow into the construction of the new 75 Megawatt 
production plant. 
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Ground breaking at Sulfurcell in Berlin Adlershof (from left to right):  
Dr. Günther Glatzel, Managing Director, Deutsche Anlagen Leasing GmbH & Co KG,  
Almuth Nehring-Venus, State Secretary of Economy, Technology and Women, 
Katrin Lompscher, Senator for Health, Environment and Consumer Protection,  
Dr. Rüdiger Stroh, Managing Director, Sulfurcell Solartechnik GmbH,  
Dr. Nikolaus Meyer, CEO, Sulfurcell Solartechnik GmbH,  
Klaus Wowereit, Mayor of Berlin,  
Gabriele Schöttler, Mayor of the Borough Treptow-Köpenick,  
Rainer Girke, Architect. 
 


